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About the Joint Advocacy Initiative of YWCA of Palestine and East Jerusalem YMCA

The YWCA of Palestine and The East Jerusalem YMCA are deeply involved in advocacy work. This
involvement in advocacy resulted in a Joint Advocacy Initiative (JAI), which both organizations
started on January 1% 2001.

Both organisations participate in conferences, seminars and workshops on a local, regional and
international level. Dissemination of information, press releases and action alerts relevant to the
Palestinian issue and the work of the YWCA/YMCA are shared with partners and friends. Hosting
and arranging programs for various delegations and fact-finding missions are carried out on a
regular basis.

The JAI programs include:

» Campaigns:

» Keep Hope Alive, which aims at replanting 50,000 internationally sponsored olive trees in
Palestine in the very places where they have been uprooted and destroyed, or in areas where
the fields are threatened by land confiscation.

Al-Ard Al-Taybeh, which aims to advocate on behalf of and provide support to economically
disadvantaged Palestinians who make a living from their land.

* Ad-hoc campaigns.

Networking: Church related organizations (CROs) networks in Bethlehem and Jerusalem,
Occupied Palestine and Golan Heights Advocacy Initiative (OPGALI), Stop the Wall Campaign.

Partnerships with various international YMCAs/Y WCAs, church related and international
organizations.

Advocacy visits and trips

Raising awareness through our website, The Joint Advocacy Initiative Magazine, The East
Jerusalem YMCA Voice, YWCA of Palestine Echo, and Joint Advocacy Initiative newsletters,
reports, articles, press releases etc...

Carry out needed research related to the Joint Advocacy Initiative activities and programs.

More information about our activities can be found at:
www.jai-pal.org
WWW.ej-ymca.org
www.ywca-palestine.org
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He waited seven motre
days and again sent out
the dove from the ark.
When the dove returned
to him in the evening,
there in its beak was a
freshly plucked olive leaf!
Then Noah knew that
the water had receded
from the earth.

Genesis 8,10-11

Symbol of Peace,
Prosperity and Wisdom

In the whole of the Medi-
terranean Basin, the olive tree
is an ancient source of basic
livelihood and nutrition.
Approximately 1,000 km? of
land in Palestine is planted
with olive trees, compared
to only 20 km? in Israel. An
average olive tree produces

9kg of olives, yielding 2 liters
of oil which has many uses: food, sacramental oil, fuel, or as an ingredient of medicinal ointments. The olive tree is plain and
frugal; it grows in poor soil and yields precious fruit, and can live for more than a thousand years. Throughout history, the
olive branch has been used as a symbol for peace and the olive tree is a symbol of wisdom, prosperity and happiness. For the
Palestinian people, the olive tree is also an important symbol for their struggle for freedom. Therefore, when Palestinian olive

The Olive Tree

trees are uprooted by the Israeli army, it symbolizes more than a loss of income, it is a violation of their cultural heritage.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

New Year’s Day

(Catholic)

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Christmas Eve

(Orthodox) Christmas Day Wagf Al-Arafa
Epiphany (Catholic) (Orthodox) (Islam)
Beginning of Eid End of Eid Al-Adha New Year's Day
Al-Adha (Islam) (Islam) (Orthodox)

16 17 18 19| 20 21 22

Epiphany (Orthodox)
Christmas Day
(Armenian Orthodox)

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Al-Hijra (Islam,
New Year)
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Farmer Calendar
Cultivate the land and the olive trees, apply

fertilizer, plant new trees




The Olive Tree Campaign

The Olive Tree Campaign replants
olive trees in areas where they
have been uprooted or destroyed,
or in areas where the fields are
threatened by land confiscation
by the Israeli occupation army
or settlers. The campaign goal
is to replant 50,000 olive trees
in Palestine. Through replanting
olive trees, Palestinians will be
encouraged to keep hope alive
and to reaffirm their commitment
to work constructively toward
peace-building. In the first 3
seasons (2002 — 2005) the YMCA
and the YWCA planted 12445
olive trees.

Through the simple action of
donating an olive tree you will
contribute to keeping hope alive
for a peaceful future in Palestine.
The amount of US$20 covers
all the costs related to planting
a young olive tree, including the
tree, preparation of the field,
irrigation system and fences. All
sponsors will receive an official
certificate, and will have their
name on a plaque in the field
where their tree is planted. You
can also join us planting olive
trees on the 4" of February.

For the LORD your
God is bringing you
into a good land-a land
with streams and pools
of water, with springs
flowing in the valleys and
hills; a land with wheat
and barley, vines and

fig trees, pomegranates,
olive oil and honey;

a land where bread will
not be scarce and you
will lack nothing; a land
where the rocks are iron
and you can dig copper
out of the hills.

Deuteronomy 8,7-9

2006

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday

Thursday Friday

Ashura (Islam)

YMCA-YWCA
International Olive
Tree Planting Day

Saturday

4 5

" 12

Farmer Calendar
Cultivate the land and the trees. Take
measures against the olive disease “Eye of
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the peacock”. Plant new trees.




Land Day 30" of March

In March 1976, the Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, decided to confiscate hundreds of square

One day the trees went

out to anoint a king for

themselves. They said

to the olive tree, ‘Be our

king’ But the olive tree

answered, ‘Should I give

up my oil, by which

both gods and men are

honoured, to hold sway

kilometers of ‘Sakhnin’ city farms, an Arab city that was occupied in 1948, claiming the Israeli army

needed the land to build military bases and training centers.

over the trees?’

Judges 9,8-9

Land Day marks the fact that on the 30™ of March 1976, while ‘Sakhnin’ residents were in their
farms, Israeli Police threw them out, confiscating the land.

However, the Arabs inside Israel held on to their Palestinian identity and extracted a promise from

the government to never confiscate their land again.

The events of 1976 still have great relevance
to today. Since the 1967 occupation, Israel
has either confiscated or declared ‘closed’
over 55% of the West Bank, which covers an
area of 5,854km? including east Jerusalem,
which covers an area of 365km?.

In the Palestinian territories, which have
1967, the ever-
increasing settlement growth and the
building of the Apartheid Wall will leave
the Palestinians with no more than 12% of

been occupied since

Historic Palestine.

On the 13" of March, you can join us at the
YMCA-YWCA International Olive Tree
Planting Day.

Monday

13
YMCA-YWCA

International Olive
Tree Planting Day

20

14

Purim (Judaism)

Week of Solidarity
with the Peoples
Struggling against

Racism and Racial
Discrimination
International Day for the
Elimination of Racial

Discrimination

27

2006

Farmer Calendar
Taking care of the olive trees and remov-
ing the weeds. Last month for planting new

trees.

Tuesday Wednesday

1

15

End of Olive Tree
Planting Season

22

World Day for
Water

29

JAIL

Thursday
2

Palestinian Land
Day

Friday
3

Photo by: Sébastien Fornerod

Saturday
4

The World Council

of Churches’ 1 2
International
Church Action
Week for Peace
in Palestine and
Israel
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One million trees and thousands of acres of farmland have been destroyed in Palestine by the
Israeli Occupation Army since the beginning of the Intifada in October 2000. As a part of this
policy, 458,845 olive trees have been uprooted (31.08.2005). This destructive practice continues on
a daily basis. Some of the excuses given for the confiscation of Palestinian land and the uprooting
of trees range from the expansion of Israeli settlements and their bypass roads to the building
of the Apartheid Wall, which annexes 50% of the West Bank to Israel, dividing the settlements
from the Palestinian housing areas. The wall is built extremely close to the Palestinians’ houses,
leaving the majority of the rich and fertile farmlands to the settlers. This, in turn, will change the
demographic makeup of the West Bank and make it easier for Israel to claim the land later on.
As of August 2005 there are 132 settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem with a
population of more than 446,000 settlers. (bbc.co.uk)

Aida refugee camp, olive trees confiscated by the
Apartheid Wall and the illegal settlement of Gilo

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

3 4 5 6 7

World Health Day

10 12| 13 14

Almawlid

Annabawy (Islam,

Birth of the Good Friday

Prophet) (Catholic)
I Palestinian Good Friday
1 Prisoners’ Day (Orthodox)

a= 24 25 26 27 28

World YWCA's
Round-the-world

breakfast

Farmer Calendar

Add fertilizer and trim the trees. The sea-
son for producing the ‘“national” olive oil
soap.

So T continued, “What
you are doing is not right.

Shouldn’t you walk in

the fear of our God to
avoid the reproach of our
Gentile enemies? I and my
brothers and my men are
also lending the people
money and grain. But

let the exacting of usury
stop! Give back to them
immediately their fields,
vineyards, olive groves and
houses, and also the usury
you are charging them-the
hundredth part of the
money, grain, new wine
and oil.”

Nehemiah 5,9-11

Saturday

8 Palm Sunday 9

(Catholic)

Deir Yassin
massacre (1948)

15 16

Easter (Catholic)
Palm Sunday
(Orthodox)

22 23
Easter (Orthodox)

29 30
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Farmer Calendar
This month is crucial to avoid insects and

.'refuéi’e%.'&mp. e

Palestinian Refugees

In ‘Al-Nakbha’ — ‘the catastrophe’ in May 1948, when the
State of Israel was created in Historic Palestine, over 750,000
Palestinians were displaced and dispossessed of their homes
and land, creating what has become the largest refugee
population in the world.

_—— % : I In 1967, during the “Six-day War”, Isracl forcefully annexed

e the West Bank and Gaza Strip and 240,000 Palestinians were
uprooted and 180,000 refugees in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip from 1948 were forced to leave for the second time.

Today, about 3.5 million Palestinian refugees are registered with United Nations Relief and Works
Agency (UNRWA), 33% of which live in UNRWA refugee camps. There are also approximately 1.5
million non-registered refugees throughout the Arab world. Many of the refugees still have a strong
sense of belonging to their villages of origin, and still see life in the refugee camp as a temporary
situation.

United Nations General Assembly Resolution 194 (III) of December 1948 declares that, “refugees
wishing to return to their homes and live at peace with their neighbors should be permitted to do so
at the earliest practicable date”, and that refugees have a right to repatriation to their original homes
to compensation, as neither occupation nor sovereignty diminish the rights of ownership.

Israel denies its responsibility for the refugee situation and opposes Resolution 194, so no progress
has been made.

Global Distribution of Palestinian Refugee and Non-Refugee Population (1998)

Country / Territory Palestinians in the area | Number of Palestinian refugees

Israel 953,497 200,000 (internally displaced)
West Bank / Gaza Strip 2,601,052 1,418,979

Jordan, Lebanon, Syria 3,224,153 2,594,725

Other Gulf and Arab countries | 546,648 535,006

The Americas 203,588 173,050

Other countries 259,248 220,361

Total 7,788,186 5,142,121

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
1 2 3 4 5
World Press Palestinian
Freedom Day Child Day

10

15 17

Palestinian Nakba
Day (1948)

24

22 Week of Solidarity 2 5
with Peoples of

Non-Self-Governing

Territories

Ascension of Christ

(Catholic)

29

World No- 31

Tobacco Day
Ascension of
Christ (Orthodox)

He will be like a vine

stripped of its unripe
grapes, like an olive tree
shedding its blossoms.

Job 15,33

Photo by:
Linda Al Azzeh, 15, a refugee from Aida
refugee camp Bethlehem

Photo by:
Basil Zboun, 15, a refugee from Aida
refugee camp, Bethlehem

Saturday
6 7

Sunday

14

World Day for
Cultural Diversity
for Dialogue and
Development

28
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root digger mammal’s damaging the tree
and its roots.




Dljve Tree Calend:
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But I am like an olive tree

F'h‘ K F \ (D] The Can.aans, \yiFh their many .kingdoms flourishing in the house
—T $=( in Palestine, originally dressed in clothes of God;
i 5 composed of a long dress, long trousers I trust in God’s unfailing
; <= and a belt for men, and a coat, shirt and love
£ ==  [ong skirt for women. This type of clothing for ever and ever.
g 5 developed through interaction with
: u neighboring countries and the successive Psalm 52,8

colonizing countries’ cultures, and dresses
were simple and diverse before Islam.

Generally, Palestinian dresses gained various
features in response to the atmosphere and
working conditions, therefore, dresses
became bigger in size, long, made of
many different pieces, and adorned with
embroidery and beading. Today Palestinian
dresses have many different features and
functions:

inian

* Protective: according to geography and
weather.

Palest

* Religious: to conform to public values
and principles.

 Social: through clothes it is easier to
distinguish the level of living, marital
status, clerical position, whether people
are country or city inhabitants, social
position, and age.

* Aesthetical: as a way to show taste.

Different Palestinian dresses are worn, as
well, according to the social or religious
occasions, including wedding, death,
pilgrims returning, and social incidents.

Photo by:Silje Hirsch

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
1 2 3 International 4

Day of Innocent
Children Victims of
Aggression

Pentecost (Catholic)

5| 6 7 8 9 10 11

Al Naksa (1967

Six Day War) Pentecost (Orthodox)
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
World Day
to Combat
Desertification and
Drought

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

World Refugee Day

26 27 28 29 30

International Day
in Support of
Victims of Torture

2006
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Farmer Calendar
Sprays the olive trees with pesticide if

needed, and remove the weeds.




Journey for Justice

The Journey for Justice allows young people from
various countries to meet Palestinian youth and share
their everyday life. Participants take part in diverse
activities, including tours of the infrastructure of
the occupation and visits to religious sites and areas
of the West Bank.

Each of the 9 days of the trip has a theme,
including: Youth under occupation and restriction,
the importance of olive trees and Christians in
Palestine.

The program also includes ‘future plans’ and how

to follow up the Journey for Justice, especially
advocacy and solidarity work with Palestine, for

el
Photo by:
~ Sebastien Fornerod

Monday

World Population Day

18

25

July

2006

Farmer Calendar

Check the trees for damaging insects, es-

pecially concerning the olive fly which can

be stopped by using olive fly trap.

Tuesday Wednesday

Photo by: Nathan Wright

example educating people and meeting
the media.

The international participants go home
with a good knowledge of the situation in
Palestine, unique experiences and stories,
new friends and commitment to the
Palestinian cause.

The young Palestinian participants find
it rewarding to have friends from all over
the world. They used to feel that the world
wasn’t listening to their stories and that
they were completely alone. Now, however,
they know that there are people who care
and support their fight for a better future.

Thursday Friday

Blessed are all who fear
the LORD, who walk
in his ways. You will eat

the fruit of your labor;

A

Saturday
1

Joint Advocacy Initiative
The East Jerusalem YMCA
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blessings and prosperity
will be yours. Your wife
will be like a fruitful vine
within your house; your
sons will be like olive
shoots around your table.
Thus is the man blessed
who fears the LORD.

Psalm 128,1-4

Photo by: Nathan Wright

Sunday
2




“Many times I struck your
gardens and vineyards,

I struck them with blight
and mildew. Locusts
devoured your fig and
olive trees, yet you have
not returned to me,”
declares the LORD .

Israel has limited the water consumption of Palestinians through

applying the following procedures:

1. pfl_ltting a limit of 100m?/h (square meters per hout) on the
quantity of water extracted for Palestinians’ use from their own

Amos 4,9

wells.
. prohibiting Palestinians from digging new wells, or only very
shallow wells, after it confiscated the old wells.
. disrupting the construction of extensions of the water infra-
structure in the Palestinian municipalities
4. prohibiting Palestinians from using the water supply from the
Jordan River.

The source of the threats to the Palestinian water supply lie in the
Israeli over-consumption of water, knowing that the Palestinian
water resources are few. Israel consumes 85% of the water extracted
from the West Bank’s water table, which equals 483 million square
meters. This covers 25% of the Israeli water requirements.

The ratio of the Israeli to Palestinian population is 1.96:1. However,
the ratio of domestic water consumption is 6.3:1, the ratio of
agricultural consumption is 7.3:1, demonstrating how the Palestinian
people are being denied access to their own natural resources, simply

heA\WatedlisSue

to fuel Israeli over-consumption.

Friday

Saturday

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Sunday

1 2 3 4 5 6

Thursday

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

International Day

Al Israa wal Miraj
(Islam)

28 29

2006

of the World’s
Indigenous People

16

International 23

Day for the
Remembrance of
the Slave Trade
and Its Abolition

30

International
Youth Day

Joint Advocacy Initiative
The East Jerusalem YMCA
YWCA of Palestine
www.jai-pal.org

Farmer Calendar
Keep on protecting the trees from damag-

ing insects and irrigate if necessary.




Though the fig tree does
not bud and there are no

Abd Al Fatah Nimmer, a
46 year old olive farmer F A 2

who lives in Dheisheh a’r mlng ln
Refugee Camp in food, though there are no

)
Bethlehem owns land Pale S tlne ; _ sheep in the pen and no
in one of the nearby ; cattle in the stalls, yet I will
rejoice in the LORD,
I will be joyful in God my
Savior.

grapes on the vines,
though the olive crop fails
and the fields produce no

villages. Israel has a law
saying that if a farmer
has not been on his field
during a certain period Habakkuk 3,17-18
of time, Israel can take
over the land. Because
of that the farmer has to
travel to his fields every
day to prove that he is
maintaining his land. He
wants to build a house
there so that he will not
need to travel back and
forth all the time, but
he has not been able
to get permission. The
wall that will surround
the village will probably
go straight through his
land, which will make
it even harder for him
to access his land. The
possibility that Israel will
take his land is therefore
strong. One can find
stories like this all over
the West Bank.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3

International
Labor Day Literacy Day

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Sabra and
Shatila
Massacre (1982)

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

Start of Ramadan

International Day of (Islam, one month
Peace fasting)
25 26 27 28 29 30
Beginning of the
Second Intifada
(2000)

2006

Farmer Calendar
Prepare wild olive seeds for next planting
season and make sure the olive press is

Joint Advocacy Initiative
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ready for use. www.jai-pal.org
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Monday

16

World Food Day

23

30

Tuesday Wednesday

3

World Habitat Day
10

World Mental Health

17

International Day for
the Eradication of
Poverty

World Development
Information Day 24
Eid Al-Fitr — End of
Ramadan (Islam)

Disarmament Week

United Nations Day

31

In Palestine, the last ten days of October in
Palestine are marked by the special celebration
of the olive harvest season. Palestine is the
country of olives; about 13 million olive trees
grow in Palestine. The olive tree in Palestine
is an ancient source of basic livelihood and a
great symbol of peace.

For the past five years, the olive harvest has
been overshadowed by the Israeli policies
of repression, closure, confiscation of
agricultural lands, repeated attacks against
Palestinian farmers by Israeli settlers and the
construction of the Apartheid Wall at the
expense of the agricultural lands, means that

many farmers are separated from their lands.

In the month of October, the Joint Advocacy

Thursday

International Day
for Natural Disaster

Reduction
19

18

Quds’ Day (Islam)

25

26

international

Friday Saturday

You will plant but not
harvest; you will press

olives but not use the oil

on yourselves, you will

crush grapes but not

drink the wine. You have

observed the statutes of

Omri and all the practices

of Ahab’s house, and

you have followed their

traditions. Therefore I will

give you over to ruin and

your people to derision;

you will bear the scorn of

the nations.”

Micah 6,15-16

Season

Sunday

Beginning of the
Olive Picking

Kufur Kasem
massacre (1956)

Initiative of The East Jerusalem
YMCA and the
Palestine plans a program for
solidarity
with Palestinian people and
farmers. The objective of this

YWCA of

program is to mobilize as many
people as possible for olive
picking, and to help Palestinian
farmers harvest their olive trees
that they might be unable to
harvest without international
support, to break the isolation
of Palestinian villages

1

22

29

Farmer Calendar

The olive harvest season is starting. Start

picking the olives.

Joint Advocacy Initiative
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International
Day of
Solidarity
with the
Palestinians

Monday

International Day
for Preventing the
Exploitation of the
Environment in War
and Armed Conflict

13

20

Universal
Children’s Day

27

2006

Farmer Calendar
Finish the olive harvest season and start
preparing for the rain to come. Plow the

land.

Week for resisting

the Wall

International Day Against the Wall on 9th of November

Tuesday

7

14

21

28

The 9* of November is when the Berlin wall
was torn down and is now the international
day against the Israeli Apartheid Wall. On this
day, marches and activities take place all over
the world against the Israeli occupation and its
apartheid actions.

The wall separates families, cuts through towns
and villages and separates farmers from their
land. The greatest danger from the Wall is the
killing of any chance to build an independent
Palestinian state, which contributes to hatred
between the Isracli and Palestinian peoples,
increasing the risk of violence.

The resolution of the International Court of

Jesus went out as

usual to the Mount of
Olives, and his disciples
followed him. ““On
reaching the place, he
said to them, “Pray

that you will not fall
into temptation.” He
withdrew about a stone’s
throw beyond them,
knelt down and prayed,
“Father, if you are
willing, take this cup
from me; yet not my will,
but yours be done.”

Luke 22,39-42

Justice, from 2004, stresses that the building of the Wall on the occupied
Palestinian lands, is illegal and that all countries have to commit themselves

to refusing to accept this illegal act.

International solidarity day with the Palestinians 29" of November

On the 29" of November 1947 the UN adopted resolution 181, meaning the
British Mandate of Palestine was to be partitioned. However, due to the wars
in 1948 and 1967, Israel annexed 78% of Historic Palestine and occupies the

remaining 22%.

International solidarity day was declared to

encourage Israel to honor

resolution 181 and finally allow a Palestinian state to come into existence.
Due to the colonizing settlements and the building of the Apartheid Wall,

the need to show solidarity has never been greater.

Wednesday

Thursday Friday
1 2 3

Balfour
Declaration (1917)

8 9

International Day
Against the Wall

Saturday

End of Olive
Picking

15
Season

Independence Day of
Palestine (Constitution

of 1988)
22

29

International Day in
Solidarity with the
Palestinian People

JAIL

16

International Day

for Tolerance
23

30

International Day
for the Elimination
of Violence against
Women
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Jesus went out as usual
to the Mount of Olives,

Christmas around the world is a joyful occasion, when people can gather together, but not in and his disciples followed
Bethlehem, the place where Jesus Christ was born! Children around the world enjoy Christmas him. *'On reaching the
with gifts and candies, while the children of Bethlehem spend it with accumulated fear and
.families have the strain of their parents’ inability to bring gifts or clothes for the New Year

place, he said to them,
“Pray that you will not
fall into temptation.”
He withdrew about

a stone’s throw beyond
with the Wall surrounding Bethlehem. The Living Stones of the Holy Land, Palestinian them, knelt down and
Christians, sadly pray for peace with justice trying to KEEP HOPE ALIVE prayed, “Father, if you

are willing, take this cup

Palestinian Christians celebrate while isolated from the world and separated from each other,

from me; yet not my will,
but yours be done.”

Luke 22,39-42

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
International Day International Day
for the Abolition of of the Disabled
World AIDS Day Slavery Persons

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Beginning of the
First Intifada (1987) Human Right Day

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Beginning

of the Olive
Tree Planting
Season

23| 24

Christmas Eve

N
o
N
({e)
3|
o
2|
-
S
N

(Catholic)
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Christmas Day New Year’s Eve
(Catholic) (Catholic)

2006

Farmer Calendar
Make cutting from the olive trees to make
new small trees and plant new wild olive
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seeds. Planting season starts.
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