MNALAL Olive Tree Calendar

Joint Advocacy Initiative

The East Jerusalem YMCA
YWOCA of Palestine @@ﬂ ﬂ

a5 il | gliad 5 3ale
] - Al | | i




Joint Advocacy Initiative (JAI):

A joint program of East Jerusalem YMCA and YWCA of Palestine, works for Peace
with Justice in Palestine, based on Humanitarian and Christian Values, by mobilizing
the world movements of YMCA and YWCA, churches, church-based organizations,
UN agencies, and other relevant organizations to influence decision-makers and
prompt actions that contribute to end Israeli occupation and all its violations of
International Law.

JAI programs include: Raising international awareness, Campaigning, Networking
and building international alliances and partners, Youth exchange programs, Groups’
alternative advocacy programs and trips.
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The Olive Planting Program:

The Joint Advocacy Initiative (JAI) and the Alternative Tourism Group (ATG) started
implementing their Olive Planting Program in February 2008, an annual program
in which many people from around the world come together to experience the
occupied Palestinian territories, an experience that was described by many as a life
changing one.

Besides planting olive trees the program includes eye opening visits to Jerusalem,
Hebron, Ramallah and Bethlehem where people get to witness and learn about the
ongoing atrocities committed by the Israeli Government, military and settlers against
the Palestinians. Also, the program provides an opportunity to experience the Palestinians’
way of life and everyone is encouraged to join.
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Land Confiscation and Destruction:

In 1948 Palestinians witnessed an unprecedented loss of land. 78% of the land

was declared ot be the state of Israel, leaving 22% for the Palestinians . Continued

confiscation and destruction of land by Israel is occurring in order to further expand

Israeli Jewish only settlements and outposts, to build Israeli only roads, bridges and

tunnels and to construct an apartheid wall resulting in 12% of historical Palestine

remaining. Buffer zones and closed military zones, and denial of access to different
areas have resulted in further losses of land particularly agricultural areas. Between
2001 and 2008 the financial cost of losses to Palestinian farmers in agriculture was
"""" over $31milllion. Palestinian families have experienced the destruction of 1,639,000
""""" million trees among these 547,000 olive trees in the same period caused by the uproot-
ing and burning of trees by settlers and procedures carried out by the Israeli military.
sannl | 7 In2009, 12,000 olive trees were destroyed in the West Bank only, however this does not
O ) 1 include any destruction or loss that has occurred in Gaza.

) Figures are from the Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture and the Land Research Centre (2008-2009).
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Water Crisis:

The Mountain Aquifer is the sole source of water for residents in the West Bank
of which Israel uses 80 percent and the second source is the Jordan River Basin of
which the Palestinians are denied any share and Israel has sole access. Palestinians
in the West Bank consume about 70 liters of water per capita per day whereas
Israeli per capita water consumption is 300 liters per day. Israel’s control over
water resources in all areas in the occupied Palestinian territories (oPt) has extreme
negative consequences for the Palestinian population that include severe water
shortages for personal, domestic and agricultural use. When suffering shortages
Palestinians must buy water from Israel, which is extracted from the Mountain Aquifer,
literally buying back the water that has been stolen from beneath their feet. Palestinians
do not receive equal access to water resources, which is discriminatory and unjust, and a
breach of a person’s fundamental human rights.
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Women’s role in Agriculture:

Women’s main role in the agricultural sector is in farming, processing and marketing
of household agricultural produce (PCBS, 2007). Agriculture has provided an alter-
native source of income to more than 17% of Palestinians in the last six years. The
agricultural sector constitutes the strongest foundation for developing the status of
- ~.\ : women and the role of Palestinian women, as statistics indicate that almost 90% of
\ \ the women in the informal economy work in agriculture.
In the West Bank, agriculture and livestock rearing make up one third of all employ-
ment in rural communities, which constitutes a crisis response to alleviate the effects
of checkpoint closures on households, despite their limited development capacity due
to the inadequate availability of water and land. At present the agricultural sector is more
relevant in terms of food security than as a direct income provider through revenues, as only
around 20% of agricultural commodities are produced for direct sale, the rest goes primarily
towards domestic consumption. (ARLJ, 2007).
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Settlements:

The term ‘settlement’ refers to Jewish only housing units built illegally in strategic
areas of East Jerusalem and the West Bank on land occupied by Israel in 1967.
Currently there are 121 Israeli settlements consisting of 500,000 settlers (B'Tselem,
2010) and around 102 Israeli outposts both of which are increasing in numbers
and expanding in the oPt. More than 40% of the West Bank is dominated by Israeli
settlements due to settler networks such as roads, buffer zones and extensive
infrastructure. Settlements begin as outposts. They begin with a few families living in
caravans illegally until they receive infrastructure and financial support from Israel and
abroad. Because of these outposts, land is being grabbed by the settler populations,
movement is severely restricted for Palestinians, access to schools is obstructed, access
to agricultural land is limited and settler attacks are on the increase all of which are having
adverse effects on Palestinian families, economically, socially and psychologically.
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4 The Apartheid Wall:

“The construction of the apartheid wall impedes the exercise of the Palestinian
people of their right to self determination and is therefore a breach of Israel’s
obligation to respect that right” (ICJ, 2004).
58.3% of the walls route has been constructed, consisting in some parts of
huge slabs of concrete reaching eight to 10 meters high, whilst 10.2% is under
construction and 31.5% is planned but not yet constructed. The wall also consists of
barbed wire, buffer zones, electrified fencing, watch-towers, surveillance cameras,
sniper towers and roads for patrol vehicles. Its total length is approximately 774 km
if construction finishes, which is twice the length of the Green line (1949 Armistice
Line) where 14% of the wall will be built on the Green Line while 86% will be inside
the West Bank. The Wall snakes around strategic locations where prime agricultural
land and water reserves are located cutting off entire villages, separating farmers from
their fields resulting in severe impacts on peoples’ livelihoods and imposing restrictions on
movement. The real reason for the wall is to annex Palestinian land and resources and include
the settlements on the East side of the barrier.
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Farmer’ Story:

Ahmed Barghouth (Abu Nidal) was one of the very first farmers to plant olive
trees from the Olive Tree Campaign in 2002. His family harvested olives from these
trees two years ago and the following season looked promising. However, in 2010
he witnessed vast destruction of his agricultural land. “Is this the fate of my land
and my family?’; Abu Nidal asked while watching bulldozers destroying his land
and uprooting his trees in June. The building of the illegal Apartheid wall on his
20 dunums of land will leave him with only two dunums destroying what will be
left. Abu Nidal is a resident of Al Walaja located North of Bethlehem, where the local
community has suffered the loss of thousands of dunums of land. Construction of the
wall will completely isolate Al Walaja from other Palestinian villages and furthermore,
90% of the villages'land has now been destroyed and illegally annexed to Israel.
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Bethlehem District:

The Bethlehem District of Palestine with its rich history and famous religious

sites has an area of 608 km’ and is home to over 176,000 Palestinians (ARIJ) who

reside in Bethlehem and surrounding towns and villages. Due to Israeli control

of Palestinian territories, the construction of the Apartheid wall, the expansion

of Israeli only settlements (86,000 Israeli’s) and restrictions of access to different
areas, only 13 per cent (51 km’) of Bethlehem’s land is now available for Palestinian
use, much of it fragmented. Villages such as Beit Jala have lost over 3,200 dunums
(1 dunum = 1000 m’) of land; Al-Khader will lose up to 75 per cent of its agricultural
land and Artas will lose over 2000 dunums. Wad Rahhal, where 1800 Palestinians
reside are threatened with the confiscation of 210 dunums of land. Village lands in the
South will also be severely affected causing long-term detriment to the local Palestinian
populations and diminishing the opportunity for economic and social development of the
Bethlehem District in the future. Source: UNOCHA, 2009.
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Olive Picking Program:

The Olive Picking Program has been organized each fall since 2004 in coordination
& with the Alternative Tourism Group (ATG). The olive harvest season is short and often
Palestinians are harassed or prevented from picking their olives by Israeli settlers or
military forces. To prevent this, the JAl invites internationals to come pick olives with
Palestinian farmers since the mere presence of those gives some protection and help
the farmers need. Each year people from various countries in the world come to join
the program showing their civil solidarity with the Palestinians.
Besides picking olives, the ten-day program features presentations about the
organizing institutions, the current situation in Palestine and the effect of the Apartheid
Wall, also tours of Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and Hebron, as well as cultural evenings and
social gatherings which are always a good opportunity to meet people and to get an insight
of Palestinian life.
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Sponsor and Campaign activist story: Paolo — London:

Paolo’s story with Palestine started some years ago, on a visit to the West Bank as
an‘alternative tourist' and checking things out on the ground in Palestine. On his
return he thought he should do more practical campaigning and uses his free time
to raise awareness through his web site to encourage people to experience life with
the Palestinians and pick olives. This has been ongoing since October 2007 and he
has participated in the Olive Picking Program every year, encouraging and bringing
others to take the opportunity to participate in the program. ‘People must keep
coming’he says, ‘it is the best way to get them to learn about the situation in Palestine’

These are the main words behind one of the very active friends of the Olive Tree Campaign
and he encourages everyone to be an advocate, establish free web sites in your countries
and mobilize people every year.
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Gaza - Agriculture - Water and Fishing:

A total of 46% of agricultural land in the Gaza Strip was assessed to be inaccessible

or out of production due to the 29% Buffer Zone, and the blockade that restricts the

import of materials and equipment. The War on Gaza has caused major destruction

of agricultural areas; including damage to 17% of cultivated land, due to bulldozing

and chemical contamination. Since January 2009, fishers’ access to fishing grounds
has been further restricted to 3 nautical miles (nm) from the shore, where adult fish
are mostly found beyond this limit.

Water resources in the Gaza Strip are critically insufficient. Poor quality drinking water
is of major concern and furthermore with agriculture representing over 60 % of water
demand, farmers are forced to use salty and polluted water from agricultural wells for
irrigation, which presents a huge risk to the population’s health due to the resulting food
quality degradation. (source: UNOCHA)
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